INDIAN FREEDOM

when the message came., Bengal was ready to
receive it, and she received it in a single mo-
ment., and in a single moment the whole nation
rose^ the whole nation lifted itself out of
delusions and out of despair, and it was by this
sudden rising, by this sudden awakening from
dream that Bengal found th& way for salvation
and declared to all India that eternal life^
immortality and not .lasting degradation,, was
her fate and Bengal lived in that faith." These
words of Sri Aurobindo, uttered in 1908., came
from his unerring perception of the inner
idea that motivated the political endeavour of
the time. And was it not Sri Aurobindo who
reinforced that endeavour by the invincible
power of the Spirit, by the supernal sublimity
of his soul-utterances and., materially, by a
most practical plan of political action?

But was Sri Aurobindo only an inspired
evangelist, a fiery revolutionary or a mere
leader of a political movement? And was
liberation of India the sole objective of all his
activities in those days? The life of Sri
Aurobindo, as he has himself said, "has never
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